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Not all authors are …  

• Evil 

• Fraudulent 

• Fabricating data 

• Massaging analysis 

• Plagiarising content 

• Making up stories 

• Fixing the results 

• Adding friends to author lists 

• Ignoring findings 

• Stealing ideas 

• Harming puppies and kittens 



Most authors are … 

• Normal people 

• Who make mistakes 

• Who are trying to build their careers 



YOU WANT MY ARTICLE 

 

I WANT TO PUBLISH MY ARTICLE  

 

LET'S MAKE A DEAL ... 

Proposition 1 



THEY'RE MY WORDS 

 

THAT'S MY EXPRESSION 

Proposition 2 



So … my language isnt perfect 

• English isn't my first language  

 

• What's wrong with copying other phrases that 

help me get my message clear? 



CUT ME SOME SLACK –  

 

NOBODY'S PERFECT 

Proposition 3 



Misconduct is not always 

fraudulent 
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What if I spot an error? 



How will you react? 



Being 

accused 

is no joke 





Some of 

us will 

take 

action 



IT’S MY STUFF 

Proposition 3 



I'm the author 

• I give you rights to use my article 

– In consideration of ... 

– Dissemination, review, improvements, design, 

archiving, adding value ... Etc. 

• But it's my stuff. I want to be able to reuse it.  



Who gave you permission? 

 

De Gruyter author survey, 2016: http://openscience.com/the-mystery-of-creative-commons-licenses/  



Don’t assume I understand 

• Copyright assignment (eh?) 

• Licence to publish (what?) 

• What’s the difference? 

• Do I care? 

• Who has time to read these things? 



Don’t confuse me  

• “Re- use of the accepted and peer-reviewed (but not final) 
version of the Contribution shall be by separate agreement 
with ****.” 
– But the website says: “The accepted version may be placed on: 

the author's personal website; the author's company/institutional 
repository or archive; not for profit subject-based repositories such 
as PubMed Central” 

 

• The right to re-use the final Contribution or parts thereof for 
any publication authored or edited by the Contributor 
(excluding journal articles)  where such re-used material 
constitutes less than half of the total material in such 
publication.  
– Contributors may  re-use figures, tables, data sets, artwork,  and 

selected text ( up to 250 words) from their Contributions 



YOU WANT MY ARTICLE 

 

I WANT TO PUBLISH MY ARTICLE  

 

LET'S MAKE A DEAL ... 

Once again … with gusto ... 



LET’S PLAY NICE 

We authors are not to blame for everything 


