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Biography 

For many years, I was Manager of Medical Editing Services at the Cleveland 
Clinic.  I have also been a scientific writer at the New England Cochrane and Evidence-
Based Medicine Centers at Tufts University in Boston, Massachusetts.   

 
I am the author of How to Report Statistics in Medicine and of How to Write, Publish, 

and Present in the Health Sciences.  I am also a member of the CONSORT, MOOSE, and 
QUOROM (now PRIMSA) standards-setting groups. 

 
I have taught for the University of Chicago's Medical Writing Certificate 

Program since its inception in 1999 and am Adjunct Professor of Biomedical Writing on 
the masters of medical writing program at the University of the Sciences in 
Philadelphia.   

 
I received the 1994 Golden Apple Award for Outstanding Workshop Leader 

from the American Medical Writers Association; the 2002 Excellence in Continuing 
Education Award from the American Statistical Association; and the first Excellence in 
Teaching Award from the University of Chicago's Graham School of General Studies, in 
2005. A long-time member of EASE, I am also a Fellow of the American Medical Writers 
Association and recipient of its 2002 Harold Swanberg Distinguished Service Award for 
distinguished contributions to medical communications, Past President of the Council 
of Science Editors, and Treasurer of the World Association of Medical Editors. My 
master's degree is in Communication Management, from the Annenberg School of 
Communication, University of Southern California. 
 



 
Course Titles 

•  Statistics for Medical Writers and Editors (how to interpret and report levels 
of measurement, descriptive statistics, estimates and confidence intervals, 
and parametric and nonparametric hypothesis tests) 

• Reporting Association, Correlation, and Regression Analyses (how to 
interpret and report chi-square tests, correlation coefficients, and simple and 
multiple linear and logistic regression analysis) 

• Reporting Measures of Risk (how to interpret and report 11 standard 
measures of risk, as well as the psychological factors in risk communication) 

• Reporting the Performance Characteristics of Diagnostic Tests (includes the 
concepts of sensitivity, specificity, reliability, validity, likelihood ratios, 
predictive values, and Bayesian reasoning) 

• Critical Appraisal of Clinical Research Reports (how to evaluate research, 
including how to find several common but subtle methodological and 
analytical errors) 

• Writing Abstracts (how to evaluate and prepare 5 types of abstracts as well as 
how to shorten text without losing information) 

• Writing the Scientific Article  (how to prepare each section of the article, as 
well as how to submit manuscripts to scientific journals) 

• Reporting Randomized Trials (how to document the design and conduct of 
clinical trials through applying the 46 standards in the CONSORT checklist) 

• Writing Patient Education Materials (how to apply theory-based strategies to 
promote behavior change through written communication) 

• Writing Technical Reports (how to think about communication and writing in 
organizations and how to write effectively and efficiently) 

• Improving Comprehension: Theories and Research Findings (reviews the 
theories and evidence-based findings on factors that enhance or impede 
comprehension of written communication) 

• Designing Tables and Graphs (how to quickly determine the optimal way to 
display data and how to evaluate and prepare effective tables and graphs)  

• Preparing Slide Presentations (how to use color, type, and images to create 
effective slides, how to design a slide set, and how to deliver oral 
presentations) 

• Preparing Scientific Posters (how to think about posters, write the text, create 
the design, and produce and display the finished product) 

• Mentor-guided Analytical Thinking (an intensive, interactive process for 
training medical writers and editors) 

 
 

Duration 
Most topics are presented in 3-hour blocks. Workshops can be combined to 

create full-day or multiple-day trainings. 
 

Target Audiences 
Typical participants are editorial boards, pharmaceutical writing groups, 

physicians, researchers, university students, residents and fellows, allied health 
providers, and professional medical writers.  A substantial portion of my teaching 



experience has been in Japan, China, and Europe, so my materials are written with the 
needs of nonnative English speakers in mind. 

 
Class Size 
 No limit for most topics.  No more than 10 for the Mentor-guided Analytical 
Thinking workshop. 
 
Location 
 On-site.  Corporate and conference locations are also typical. 

 
Costs 

Fees vary, depending on location and the number of workshops given. 
 

General Comments 
All workshops come with complete course notes.  Lectures are illustrated with 

slides and often include individual or small-group exercises.  Most workshops are 
approved for Core or Advanced Curriculum credit from the American Medical Writers 
Association. 
 


