
51May 2011; 37(2) European Science Editing

This Site I Like

“Even the longest journey begins with the first step,” says 
an ancient Chinese proverb, and the recently established 
website Publish in Medicine provides an example of how 
this wisdom applies to the world of medical writing and 
editing in a country from the so-called scientific periphery.

Publish in Medicine is the first bilingual (English-
Croatian) website in southeastern Europe dedicated to 
providing up-to-date information, guidance, and advice 
related to writing and publishing scientific articles, primarily 
in the field of biomedicine. The idea behind this site is that 
everywhere in the world, but especially in transitional and 
developing countries, scientists are struggling to adequately 
present their research in a written report and publish it in a 
highly visible journal. These researchers may be experts in 
their profession (for example, clinical medicine) but may 
lack English language and writing skills needed to properly 
communicate their research findings to an international 
audience.

Easy-to-digest, plain language, practice-based
Language inadequacy is often not the most difficult 
obstacle to be overcome in a pursuit of publication.  For 
many researchers, the greatest challenge is to present 
all the components of their study in a clear, structured, 
and complete manner. Of course, many useful reporting 
guidelines, manuals of style, and handbooks on writing in 
medicine are available, but how many researchers actually 
have the time to study them in detail? Publish in Medicine 
aims to provide them with easy-to-digest, plain language, 

Information and advice for researchers from the “scientific periphery”

www.publish-in-medicine.com

practice-based tips and advice that will improve their 
writing and increase the chances of success in publishing.

The site includes a section on basic concepts such as 
“medical literature”, “scientific journals”, and “structure 
of an original scientific article”, which builds a general 
background for the site and orients lay readers. Even 
experienced researchers may not be familiar with some 
of the details presented in this section (for example, that 
the number of items added to the PubMed bibliographic 
database increased almost 30% in between 2000 and 2005).

The editor’s column shares personal opinions, 
experiences, and some less known facts from the history of 
scientific writing and editing. The news and events section 
aims to update readers on the latest developments and 
guidelines in medical writing, editing, and publishing, and 
to announce relevant events and meetings. Useful links are 
presented, with screenshots and short descriptions, which 
gives this section a “personal touch” and helps readers to 
identify the needed resource. Publish in Medicine also 
connects the readers who need professional help in writing 
and editing with someone who can provide such services.

Long journey or fall into oblivion?
This site has been established very recently, as is obvious not 
only by the date of the oldest entries (late February 2011) 
but also by the relatively small number of articles that have 
been published so far. The impression improves slightly 
when we take into account that there is a Croatian version 
of almost all the articles that are available in English. The 
Croatian version is comprehensible by the great majority of 
researchers from the countries of former Yugoslavia, many 
of whom are scientifically active, but proficient neither in 
the English language nor in scientific writing. For such 
people, this site potentially opens a new window into the 
world of high-quality publishing.

Time will tell if the establishment of the Publish in 
Medicine website was the first step on a long journey – or a 
noble, but short-lived, initiative that ended up in the oblivion 
of cyberspace. As with many other noble initiatives – past, 
present and future – this website’s destiny will be decided 
by how long the enthusiasm of its makers is sustained. Let’s 
hope this enthusiasm is time-proof, for the benefit of all the 
researchers in the “scientific periphery”.
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