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European Association of Science Editors 
 
The President’s Report on Council activities 2014-2015 
 
The 12th General Assembly and Conference was held by kind permission of the School of Medicine of the 
University of Split in Croatia, in June 2014. The Conference was a great success, with 106 attendees from 27 
countries.  Two EASE/Korean Council of Science Editors bursaries were awarded to Jibril Habuleh, 
Somaliland, and Isaac Katona, Uganda.  The next EASE Conference will be held in Strasbourg in June 2016.  
Herve Maissoneuve is chairing the Programme Committee.   
 
Elaine Seery has been adopted as a full member of the EASE Council, in recognition of her work on the 
website.  Tina Wheeler retired as Secretary in May 2015 and we welcome Dalibora Behmen in her place. 
 
Armen Gasparyan’s contract as Chief Editor of European Science Editing expired at the end of 2014. EASE 
gratefully acknowledges Armen’s contributions to the development of European Science Editing, 
particularly his success in increasing the visibility of the journal by getting it indexed in many databases.   
The position was advertised in September:  four applications were received and  Ksenija Bazdaric from 
Croatia was appointed. Ksenija has recruited three new members to the Editorial Board: Dado Cakalo, 
Hannah Cagney and Hrvoje Jakovac.  The journal has made its original articles open access from May 2015. 
European Science Editing has a Twitter account with 77 followers.  European Science Editing is included in 
the HINARI, AGORA, OARE and ARDI programmes of Research4Life.   
 
The EASE Author Toolkit on the EASE website has now been complemented by the EASE Toolkit for Journal 
Editors.  This is managed by Sylwia Ufnalska, who has developed the Golden Rules for journal editors, a 
simple, easy-to-use form for authors’ contributions and conflict of interest statements, and a publication 
ethics checklist.  Sylwia is also responsible for the EASE Guidelines for Authors and Translators (updated 
annually in >20 languages) and for the EASE Wikipedia pages, although we encourage everyone to 
contribute to these, either in English or their native language. Sylwia has produced a powerpoint 
presentation about all EASE publications. 
 
Elaine Seery and Silvia Maina continue to manage the website.  Elaine also manages the LinkedIn group, 
which has 665 members.  Our Twitter account is run by Jemma Lough and has 565 followers.  Cristina 
Vasiliu is in charge of the EASE Facebook group, which has 327 members.  
 
The Regional Chapter programme is proving successful. María del Carmen Ruíz Alcocer of AMERBAC and 
the Mexican Chapter of EASE continues to provide Spanish translations of abstracts of ESE original articles 
and essays.  The abstracts are freely available on the website.  She is also translating The Science Editors 
Handbook Second Edition into Spanish. The Italian chapter has met several times in Rome to discuss the 
role of journal editors and editorship in Italy. It is conducting a small survey to investigate the landscape for 
scientific editing in Italy in the field of biomedicine, focusing on commercial editors. The Russian chapter 
has met twice.  The Croatian Chapter has endorsed the Summer School in Scientific Communication at the 
University of Split. 
 
The Gender Policy Committee, led by Shirin Heidari and Tom Babor, has completed recommendations for 
sex and gender considerations in research reporting under the name of Sex And Gender Equity in Research 
(SAGER) guidelines.  The SAGER guidelines were presented at the 6th World Congress on Women's Mental 
Health in Tokyo in March by Helen Herrman, the Congress co-chair, on behalf of EASE GPC.  
 
Several members of EASE have organized or participated in training courses, representing EASE, notably 
Paola De Castro in Italy, Ethiopia, Bolivia and Peru.  Sylwia Ufnalska has conducted two workshops for 
Polish researchers on scientific writing, in collaboration with John Wiley & Sons.  Eva Baranyiova uses EASE 
materials in her regular lectures in courses organized by the Czech Academy of Sciences  for PhD students. 
Izet Masic has continued to promote EASE at workshops and through medical informatics journals.   
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Eva Baranyiova participated in a panel discussion at the Royal Society, London, UK, as part of the 
celebration of the 350th anniversary of the publication of the first scientific journal:  Philosophical 
Transactions of the Royal Society.  Sylwia Ufnalska gave a lecture to Polish science editors in Warsaw during 
a seminar entitled "Increasing the quality and visibility of scholarly journals".  Hervé Maisonneuve 
presented a template form for retractions at the World Congress on Research Integrity, Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil.  Joan Marsh chaired a debate on the use of the impact factor  at the ISMTE meeting in London. 
 
Axel Ermert promotes the interests of editors to the International Standards Organization, where the EASE 
report was well received.  EASE, through Paola De Castro, submitted a comment to the National 
Information Standards Organization regarding the White paper on altmetrics.   
 
Chris Sterken has represented EASE on the UNCOVER programme on publication bias, at the European 
Forum of Independent Professionals, and as a member of the Advisory Board of Atomium Culture, which is 
an inter-sectorial platform promoting knowledge sharing on issues regarding the development of a 
European knowledge society. 
 
EASE has formally supported the AllTrials campaign: Sylwia Ufnalska compiled and submitted our official 
response.  The aim is to increase the accountability and availability of results from clinical trials.  EASE 
signed the Lyon declaration, an advocacy document that will be used to influence the content of the United 
Nations post-2015 development agenda.  EASE remains a HIFA supporting organization, represented by 
Paola DeCastro.   
 
The Asian Council for Science Editors have invited the EASE President to join their Board.  
 
ISMTE and EASE are collaborating on a statement or guidelines regarding correct use of the impact factor.  
Paola DeCastro, together with several other EASE members, is working on the Bioresource research impact 
factor initiative towards the implementation of  the standard guideline for citation of bioresources (Citation 
Of Bioresources in Research Articles). 
 
EASE has participated in funding bids for a variety of projects.  Our collaboration with sTANDEM 
(Standardising English for Medical Purposes) has come to completion and the final report was approved by 
the European Commission in June 2015.  Arjan Polderman has managed EASE’ role in this project most 
efficiently. 
 
Ana Marusic represents EASE in a COST action on peer review, which is formulating a proposal on Research 
integrity policies in Europe for the next H2020 call that will include research into the role of scientific 
journals in research integrity and its breaches.  Ana also represents EASE on a project coordinated by 
Universitat Pompeu Fabra, Spain which has received funding under H2020 and will begin in September 
2015: Higher Education Institutions and Responsible Research and Innovation. 
 
EASE contributed to two projects that did not receive funding: EU Research in Open Science through 
Textand Data Mining  with the Romanian-American University, and Promoting Research Integrity 
Development in Europe. 
 
In September 2014, EASE convened a Strategy Group to assess how best to take the association forwards 
over the next decade.  The Group, led by Pippa Smart, had a very productive meeting, concluding that EASE 
is still well placed when compared with its competitors but needs to strengthen its mission statement and 
activities to provide added incentives to new members.  Four groups have been studying the role of EASE in 
Advocacy (Chris Sterken), Certification/training (Paola De Castro and Elise Langdon-Neuner), Research (Ana 
Marusic) and Communication/networking/membership (Pippa Smart).  A survey was deployed to EASE 
members and other editors at the end of June 2015 and the results will be presented at the AGM in 
September.   
 
Joan Marsh 
President 


