
1 

European Association of Science Editors 

Annual General Meeting 

8
th

 June 2012  Tallinn, Estonia 

 

The President’s Report on Council activities 2011-2012 
 
The Tenth Annual General Meeting was held in Barcelona, Spain on 20

th
 June 2011 and the Minutes have 

been presented separately.  

 

In association with the AGM, a Seminar was held at the Facultat de Biblioteconomia i Documentacio 

Melcior de Palau in Barcelona. The Seminar was titled ‘How to review and get reviewed’ and formed part of 

the doctoral programme ‘Information and Documentation in the Knowledge Society’. 30 delegates attended, 

enjoying talks and a lively interactive session organized by Reme Melero, Ana Marusic and Arjan 

Polderman. 

 

Edward Towpik has hosted two EASE workshops recently. The first, ‘How to be a successful journal editor’ 

was run by Pippa Smart from PSP Consulting in Warsaw in February 2011, with 12 participants. Then in 

April 2012, Elisabeth Heseltine ran a Science Writing course for members of the Polish Oncology Society. 

 

Alison Clayson continues to organize social meetings in Paris for editors, both members and non-members, 

in France and Belgium. 

 

Membership fell from 538 at the end of 2010 to 462 at the end of 2011.  As before, we continue to attract 

new members but also to lose old ones, particularly corporate subscriptions. We continue to control our costs 

and ended the year by making a small profit. The Treasurer’s report will be presented separately. 

 

Sylwia Ufnalska has continued to develop the EASE Guidelines for Authors and Translators, producing 

annual updates. These are available in 20 languages. The Guidelines have been printed in 3 journals and 

articles about the EASE Guidelines have been published in Science Editor and The Journal of Tehran 

University Heart Centre. Sylwia is to be congratulated on her good work.  

 

The 11
th
 EASE Congress will be held in Tallinn, Estonia, in June 2012. The theme will be ‘Editing in the 

Digital Age’. Tallinn University of Technology will be the main conference venue.  

 

The International Society for Technical and Managing Editors (ISTME) invited an EASE representative to 

be the after-dinner speaker at their meeting in Oxford, UK in October. Eva Baranyiová attended and 

published a report in European Science Editing. ISTME are organizing a parallel session at the EASE 

Congress in Tallinn and we welcome such ongoing collaboration. 

 

Other organizations with which we have collaborated in the past year are NECOBELAC (through Reme 

Meleros and Paola de Castro) and the European Center for Disease Control (Paolo de Castro). Joan Marsh 

represented EASE at the Gender Summit in Brussels in November. We have also participated in funding bids 

with a DG XII Research Tender and with Atomium Culture but these were unsuccessful. We are very 

pleased that another collaboration with sTANDEM (Standardising English for Medical Purposes) has been 

funded and EASE will be an active partner in this project through to October 2014. Regular updates will 

appear in European Science Editing. 

 

Our social media activities continue to expand: Cristina Poenaru is running Facebook; Jemma Lough is 

managing the Twitter account and Joan Marsh the LinkedIn one. 

 

This year, EASE celebrates its 30
th
 Anniversary. We have a new version of our logo. Various articles on the 

history of EASE have been published in the Journal and on the website, as well as interviews with some of 

our Honorary Life Members.  
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Council passed an amendment to the Bye-laws in September 2011 to simplify the conditions for serving on 

Council. Essentially, members serve terms of three years and may now serve up to four consecutive terms in 

any position. Thereafter, they are not eligible for re-election until three further years have elapsed. The 

President, Joan Marsh, and Vice-Presidents, Ana Marusic and Eva Baranyiova, were the only nominees for 

those positions. There were initially 8 nominations for the five Ordinary Members of Council, but some of 

these were withdrawn, so the following were elected unopposed: Paola DeCastro, Shirin Heidari, Izet Masic, 

Chris Sterken and Sylwia Ufnalska. 

We conducted an online survey of the readers of European Science Editing. There were 62 responses: most 

people read the journal regularly and there was general satisfaction with the visual presentation although 

many people would like more graphics/illustrations. The results were summarized in the Journal and on the 

website. 

 
 

Joan Marsh 

President 

 
 

 

Secretary’s report 

 

We redeveloped the EASE website which was re-launched in January 2012. It has several new features, 

including a scrolling events list, more prominence for jobs and a new members’ Directory, with photos and 

short biographies. The number of visits to the site since the re-launch has increased compared with the 

second half of last year. 

 

The Sponsored Members scheme has been formalised in order to give clear guidelines as to the types of 

people who would be accepted for sponsorship support. The following criteria are being applied: 

 

 Candidate would derive benefit from membership of EASE 

 Candidate lives in a low-and-middle-income country as defined by the World Bank 

 Candidate makes a convincing case for why they personally are unable to pay their own subscription 

and require sponsorship. 

A call to the general membership for new Sponsors had been successful and there are now several more 

sponsors than those wishing to be sponsored. 

 

 

 

http://www.ease.org.uk/about-us/organisation-and-administration/nominations-ease-council-2012-2015/paola-de-castro
http://www.ease.org.uk/about-us/organisation-and-administration/nominations-ease-council-2012-2015/paola-de-castro
http://www.ease.org.uk/about-us/organisation-and-administration/nominations-ease-council-2012-2015/izet-masic
http://www.ease.org.uk/about-us/organisation-and-administration/nominations-ease-council-2012-2015/christiaan-sterken
http://www.ease.org.uk/about-us/organisation-and-administration/nominations-ease-council-2012-2015/sylwia-ufnalska

