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European Association of Science Editors 

Annual General Meeting 

20th July 2011, Barcelona, Spain 

 

The President’s Report on Council activities 2010-2011 
 
The Ninth Annual General Meeting was held in Turin (Italy) on 3

rd
 July 2010 and the Minutes have been 

presented separately.  We were delighted that Philip Campbell, Editor-in-Chief of Nature, agreed to be our 

guest speaker in Turin immediately after the AGM.  He gave a short talk entitled ‘Key communication 

challenges for scientists and for Nature’. 

 

Membership fell from 567 at the end of 2009 to 538 at the end of  2010.   Owing to this continued fall in our 

income, Council increased the subscription rate for 2011.  We continue to attract new members but also to 

lose old ones:  a notable loss was a corporate subscription by the BMJ on behalf of the journals it publishes 

for other societies being cut from 40 to four.  We continue to control our costs, with more meetings being 

held by teleconference.   

 

Mary Hodgson took over as Secretary at the end of 2010: Council are very grateful to all the work that Sheila 

Evered has done for many years and to Samantha Jeffrey for her year covering general secretarial duties.  

With the smaller membership, the Secretary’s position has been reduced to two days per week. 

 

Silvia Maina took over managing the website in the summer of 2010.  We have postponed plans to install a 

new Content Management System.   

 

Diana Epstein has taken over as Advertising Manager for EASE on a commission-only basis.  Council would 

like to express their sincere gratitude to John Allardice for his work over many years. 

 

EASE organized a session in the Careers Programme of ESOF 2010, held in Turin (Italy) on 2-7 July 2010. 

The subject was “Misconduct in science communication and the role of editors as science 

gatekeepers” with presentations from Arjan Polderman, Reme Melero, Ana Marusic and Sylwia Ufnalska.  

The session was well attended.  We also distributed copies of the Journal and promotional fliers to all the 

stands in the exhibition area.  

 

Moira Johnson resigned as the Editor of European Science Editing.  The new Editor is Dr Armen Gasparyan 

from Armenia.  Stuart Handysides was made Deputy Editor.  The Journal is now printed on lighter paper 

which reduces both printing and distribution costs. 

 

The 11
th
 EASE Congress will be held in Tallinn, Estonia, in June 2012.  The theme will be Editing in the 

Digital Age and plans are proceeding smoothly.  Tallinn University of Technology will be the main 

conference venue.  The budget requires 100 delegates to break even.  The meeting will last only 48 hours, 

with optional workshops before and after. 

 

Sylwia Ufnalska has continued to develop the EASE Guidelines for Authors and Translators.  These were 

available in 12 languages by the end of 2010. 

 

Maeve O’Connor has reviewed the EASE archives to identify what should be kept. 

 

EASE members were offered discounted access to the iThenticate plagiarism checking software but no 

members took advantage of this service.  

 

EASE collaborated with Media Consulta in Berlin on a submission to the DG Research of the European 

Commission concerning the creation of information products in the areas of research and technological 

development.  EASE also agreed to join a collaborative project organized by Atomium Culture bidding for 

an EC grant to promote science communication to the public, specifically on climate change.   

 

Joan Marsh 

President 


