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European Association of Science Editors 

Annual General Meeting 

3rd July 2010, Turin, Italy 

 

The President’s Report on Council activities 2009-2010 
 

The current Council (Board of Directors) of the European Association of Science Editors was elected in 

Pisa in September 2009 at the 10
th

 Triennial Congress.  The first meeting was held there and a 

second in London in February 2010.  A brief meeting was held this morning in Turin to approve the 

accounts that will be submitted here.  

 
The Eighth Annual General Meeting was held in Pisa (Italy) on 16 September 2009 and the Minutes have 

been presented separately. 

 

Membership at the end of 2008 stood at 563, and at the end of 2009 it stood at 567.  Membership in 2010 has 

been particularly badly affected by the credit crunch and currently stands at 508.  This loss of members is 

mainly due to freelancers and retirees but also some corporate memberships.  We continue to gain new 

members at an impressive rate and have 39 new members this year, which is good news.  However, we still 

need to increase our subscription income to make us financially viable.  EASE has held the subscription rate 

constant for 3 years but reluctantly Council will have to consider an increase in the rates for 2011.  We will 

also continue our recruiting efforts to attract additional new members. 

 

In addition to trying to raise our income, we have been controlling our costs.  Both Council and the 

Publications Committee met in London in February, since most members of each are based in the UK.  We 

are grateful to the BMJ for allowing us to use their meeting room for free and to Richard Hurley for 

arranging this.  We are conducting as much business as possible by phone and by email.  Samantha Jeffrey 

has been covering general Secretarial duties since January, while Sheila Evered has continued to manage the 

Membership. 

 

Members should have noticed increased communication from the Secretary via the email alerts.  We hope 

you find these useful.  In 2009, we launched EASE accounts on Twitter, LinkedIn and Facebook.  The 

Facebook account is mainly for storing photographs and we urge members to contribute.  The Twitter and 

LinkedIn accounts help to promote our activities to a global audience.  Twitter in particular drives much 

traffic to the EASE website. 

 

Emma Campbell has been investigating a new Content Management System for the website and we hope to 

report progress on this in the near future.   

 

The 10
th
 EASE Congress was held in Pisa in September 2009, on the theme of Integrity in Science 

Communication.  The programme was of high standard with many excellent speakers.  Unfortunately, the 

number of delegates was disappointing, with only 105, although these did represent 24 countries.  We took 

note of members’ requests after the previous conference and restricted the number of parallel sessions to 

two: this still meant that people occasionally wished to be in two sessions simultaneously but that just attests 

to the quality of the programme.  For the next Congress, we will consider more plenary sessions and fewer 

parallel ones to continue this trend.  We received preliminary proposals for the 2012 congress for the 

following cities: Bratislava, Slovakia (Eva Baranyiová), Brno, Czech Republic (Eva Baranyiová); Leipzig, 

Germany (Arjan Polderman) and Tallinn (Mare-Anne Laane).  Eva and Mare-Anne were then asked to 

prepare more detailed proposals for Brno and Tallinn, which they have done.  Rod Hunt has prepared 

comparative budgets for each venue.  Council will choose one of these at its next meeting.  As a result of the 

attendance in both Krakow and Pisa, we have acknowledged that in this economic climate, with increased 

competition from other meetings and decreased travel budgets, we should not rely on more than 100 

delegates at our conference.  We are therefore planning for a shorter meeting (48 hours) and hoping to keep 

the average registration fee to Euro 260: early registrants will receive a discount. 
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EASE submitted a proposal for participation in ESOF 2010, being held in Turin (Italy) on 2-7 July 2010. The 

initial application for a session in the Scientific Programme was accepted, then the offer was withdrawn.  We 

subsequently applied for and were awarded a session in the Careers Programme.  The subject will be 

“Misconduct in science communication and the role of editors as science gatekeepers”.  The speakers 

will be Arjan Polderman, Reme Melero, Ana Marusic and Sylwia Ufnalska. 

 

We are delighted that Philip Campbell, Editor-in-Chief of Nature, has agreed to be our guest speaker in Turin 

immediately after the AGM.  He will give a short talk entitled ‘Key communication challenges for scientists 

and for Nature’. 

 

Our major initiative this year has been the publication of the EASE Guidelines for Authors and Translators.  

This has been led by Sylwia Ufnalska, who has shown great vision in identifying a need for a simple set of 

guidelines for use by authors not accustomed to publishing in English language journals.  Sylwia drafted the 

guidelines, integrated comments and suggestions from a range of EASE members and produced a final 

document that was approved by Council in February.  Since then, Sylwia has coordinated the translation of 

the guidelines into several languages.  These are a popular feature on the website, garnering 1800 hits in the 

first six weeks. 

 

Shirin Heidari has led a small team who submitted proposals for several workshops to be held in Vienna in 

July, during the World AIDS Congress.  One workshop was accepted, entitled ‘Scientific integrity and 

ethical issues in publishing in the field of HIV and AIDS’.  The workshop will feature presentations by Tom 

Babor and Kerstin Stenius (both also representing the International Society of Addiction Journal Editors), 

Shirin Heidari (Journal of the International AIDS Society) and Elise Langdon Neuner (EASE).  This is an 

excellent example of collaboration among related societies and we hope to see more such activities in the 

future. 

 

COPE asked us to suggest topics for their next World Conference on Research Integrity to be held in 

Singapore on 21-24 July 2010. EASE suggested: ‘The role of editors (and Editorial Boards) in maintaining 

integrity’ but nothing more was heard from COPE. 

 

EASE members are involved in NECOBELAC, a project for promoting diffusion of scientific information in 

public health.    

 

Alison Clayson launched an interesting initiative aimed at creating an EASE network among French 

members by organizing a luncheon or informal social event a few times a year. The idea was well-

received at the first event and has already garnered a couple of new memberships. It could provide a 

model for other regions. 
 

EASE information was sent for display at several meetings, courses and conferences where potential 

members might attend. Individual members have also distributed EASE materials when attending 

conferences etc.  

 

An additional collection of EASE archives has been retrieved from the Natural History Museum where they 

had been placed for storage.  Maeve O’Connor has agreed to go through all the EASE archives to identify 

what should be kept. 

 

 

Joan Marsh 

President 

 


