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European Association of Science Editors 

Annual General Meeting 

16 September 2009 – Pisa, Italy 

 

The President’s Report on Council activities 2008-2009 
 
In 2008, the Council (Board of Directors) of the European Association of Science Editors met on 18 July in 

Barcelona (Spain). On 29 March 2009 the Council met in Pisa (Italy). 

 

The Seventh Annual General Meeting was held in Barcelona (Spain) on 19 July 2008. 

 

Membership at the end of 2007 stood at 519, and had increased to 566 by the end of 2008, but for 2009 

EASE has not escaped the effects of the credit crunch. Freelancers and retirees in particular have been hit 

hard but we do have promises to renew next year if the economic situation eases up. In the circumstances it 

is still encouraging that as of 1 September 2009 EASE has 555 members, which shows continued interest 

from new members. In 2008, EASE and the Society for Editors and Proofreaders (SfEP) established an 

agreement that members of either society might become a member of the other society at a reduced rate. This 

yielded several new members for EASE, but not many for SfEP, so the agreement was discontinued in 2009, 

although EASE members of SfEP still pay a reduced EASE membership as the minimum group requirement 

for a sister society has been met. 

 

After some unsuccessful attempts in past years, EASE has now set up a system for email alerts. This new 

service fills the gap between issues of the journal to alert members about upcoming events, deadlines and 

other EASE business of note. 

 

Further improvements were made to the EASE website, including a new content management system. 

Several new items were introduced: 

 the EASE Journal Blog as a working tool for contributions to several sections of European Science 

Editing; 

 the Register of Training Courses in Science Writing and Editing, where members can advertise their 

courses at no cost; 

 a password-protected membership area. 

 

The Register of Training Courses in Science Writing and Editing was also advertised in European Science 

Editing. Furthermore, preparations were made to establish a Training Committee under the umbrella of the 

Council. Training will be a field that EASE intends to devote much attention to in the near future. We are 

holding a workshop here in Pisa on Thursday afternoon and are pleased that eight delegates will be 

attending. 

 

In the year 2008, no chapters were added to the Science Editor’s Handbook. Four issues of the journal 

European Science Editing were published, with a total number of 124 pages. European Science Editing is 

covered by Index Copernicus; its Index Copernicus rating rose from 3.08 in 2007 to 3.39 for 2008. 

 

For the first time EASE took part in the EuroScience Open Forum (ESOF), which was held in Barcelona on 

18-22 July 2008. In collaboration with Mediterranean Editors and Translators (MET) EASE developed a 

‘publication game’. On 19 July “The adventure in writing and publication: the game of scientific 

publication” was played with the audience. The number attending was rather disappointing, partly because 

EASE activities were scheduled in the Outreach Programme which mainly addressed the general public and 

attendance at all of these Outreach events was low. A second session was more popular and resulted in at 

least one new member. 

 

Nevertheless, participation in ESOF was a rewarding experience so it was decided that EASE would submit 

a further proposal for participation in ESOF 2010, which will be held in Turin (Italy) on 2-7 July 2010. The 

subject will be “Tools for integrity in the Editor's bag of tricks”. EASE applied for two connected sessions 

but only one was accepted in the Scientific Programme. We are now trying to have the second session 

accepted for the Career Programme. 
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A letter was sent to Thomson Scientific expressing EASE’s concern over the dropping of journals from the 

Science Citation Index without the journal concerned being consulted or informed. No reply was received. 

 

The visibility of EASE has improved considerably. A very efficient way to achieve this has been the 

introduction of Wikipedia pages for EASE and for its journal European Science Editing. 

 

Most encouraging was the invitation to send a speaker to a European Science Foundation meeting on 

research integrity in Madrid. Emma Campbell gave this presentation, as a result of which she was invited to 

another meeting in Paris a few days later. A report of the ESF meeting appeared in European Science Editing 

and ESF issued a press release on the meeting, in which the EASE presentation was covered. A spin-off from 

this is that Claire Ribrault will be talking about Scientific Red Cards at this conference. 

 

The official “EASE statement on inappropriate use of impact factors” was received with sympathy by several 

parties involved in science publishing. The statement was circulated to the American Society of 

Biochemistry and Molecular Biology by its president, Greg Petsko. 

 

The International Council of Medical Journal Editors (ICJME) was asked to include EASE in section I.A of 

their Uniform Requirements, on open membership organizations for editors. The ICMJE replied that it will 

include mention of EASE in the last paragraph of section I.A in the 2009 revision of the Uniform 

Requirements document. 

 

COPE asked us to suggest topics for their next World Conference on Research Integrity to be held in 

Singapore on 21-24 July 2010. The topic EASE suggested is: “The role of editors (and Editorial Boards) in 

maintaining integrity”. 

 

EASE has supported some initiatives related to science editing. EASE and the new International Society of 

Managing and Technical Editors published articles about each other’s society in their respective journals. 

Contacts were also established with the informal Association of Veterinary Editors. EASE became a silent 

partner in sTANDEMpex, an organization developing a standardized assessment system for English for 

medical purposes. EASE members are involved in NECOBELAC, a project for promoting diffusion of 

scientific information in public health. 

 

The Secretary sent EASE information for display at several meetings, courses and conferences where 

potential members might attend. Individual members have also distributed EASE materials when attending 

conferences etc. This strategy has proven successful. To give just one example, a new member “heard about 

EASE after picking up a copy of your journal 'European Science Editing', which has to be one of the highest 

quality publications of its type. I was very impressed.” 

 

The EASE archives have been repatriated to the UK from the former Secretary. A considerable part of the 

archives will be discarded after careful sorting and the remainder will be held securely. 

 

And now, we are at the threshold of our Tenth General Assembly and Conference. Organizing this 

Conference has involved much hard work; fortunately, we are confident that the quality is up to the standards 

of conferences in the field of science editing. The theme is good and so are the speakers. Two other things 

that we are also sure of are that the number of delegates is well below expectations and that the conference 

will make a loss, though hopefully not a disastrous one. Council is therefore reconsidering the format for our 

conferences. It will be the task of the new Council to develop a type of conference that will meet both our 

qualitative and financial standards. To assist them in this task, it would be very helpful if those present would 

complete the Conference Satisfaction Questionnaire found in your delegate’s pack.  

 

I have every confidence that the new Council will be up to the challenges ahead and will lead EASE forward 

in a dynamic and interesting way, which will attract new members worldwide. 

 

 

 

Arjan Polderman 

President 

 


