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Your Starter for Ten, an interview with Dr Joan Marsh, President of the 
European Association of Science Editors (EASE) and Associate Publishing 
Director, Wiley-Blackwell 

Joan, can you tell our readers about the main activities of EASE and why they should consider joining?  

Our flagship activity is our triennial Congress: the most recent was held in Pisa in 2009 and we are just starting 
planning the next one, to be held in Tallinn, the beautiful capital city of Estonia, in June 2012. In interim years, we 
hold some form of event in association with our Annual General Meeting. This year we organized a Careers 
Seminar as part of the EuroScience Open Forum in Turin, where young scientists heard about the various 
careers that are available in science publishing and editing.  Membership of EASE brings the Journal and 
Handbook (see below), discounts for all our events, networking opportunities through meetings and the website 
Forum, free advertising on the website, and a way in which to have fun while learning from each other and 
upholding the highest standards.   

What's the profile of the Association's membership? Is it limited to Europe? How do you fit in with 
ISMTE?  

We have a diverse membership, reflecting the variety of roles that are fulfilled by editors. Stuart Handysides 
wrote an interesting article on this [1]. Most of our members are associated with journals is some way, working for 
publishers or societies; many are freelance copy editors and author editors preparing manuscripts for submisson 
to journals; others work for international organizations such as the United Nations or the World Health 
Organization. We have members from 42 countries, including 17 outside Europe and this latter group constitutes 
12% of the membership. We had delegates from Australia, Iran, and Venezuela at our Congress in Pisa last year. 
Some of our members would be managing editors and there is thus overlap with ISTME: we would look to 
collaborate with them rather than compete.   

What are your priorities as President?  

To raise the profile of EASE and thereby attract new members, to provide more services to members so that they 
benefit from their membership, and to improve the financial basis of the association—our income has been too 
dependent on the triennial Congress. We are doing quite well on the first two (partly through new social media, 
such as Twitter and LinkedIn), so I'm hoping that the last one will follow!   

The Guidelines for Authors and Translators of Scientific Articles have generated a lot of interest. Have 
you been pleased with the response?   

The Guidelines have been a great success. I have been very pleasantly surprised by the amount of interest 
generated in these worldwide. We have received excellent feedback and the enthusiasm for translations 
suggests that Sylwia Ufnalska, a freelance editor and translator, who is the driving force behind them, has really 
tapped into a need in the author community.  

I see that they are available in several languages other than English. What's proved the most popular to 
date?   

There are 10 different language versions on our website, as well as the English. I am afraid that we don't have 
the download statistics, but the Chinese version is also available through Anianet, which has seen 400 
downloads since late June.   

The Science Editor's Handbook will also be of interest – what are your plans for it? 

Petter Oscarson, from Oikos, has commissioned some new articles and some revisions of existing ones to reflect 
the changes occurring in publishing. We sell several print copies a year and each new member receives one, but 
this is a fantastic resource that should be on every editor's desk. We are therefore considering how we might 

http://www.ease.org.uk/
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http://www.ease.org.uk/guidelines/index.shtml
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disseminate the Handbook more widely electronically. First, we had to contact all the authors as they retained 
copyright and I wanted to be sure we had the right to sell the digital files. One idea is to use the material to create 
a starter pack for new Editorial Board members.  

And what about the journal, European Science Editing? 

The Journal appears quarterly and features a variety of articles. We think it's one of the best journals there is that 
relates specifically to editing. It features some original research articles, essays and opinion pieces, and plenty of 
helpful advice for editors across a range of topics, e.g. from the best way to present information on posters to 
how to get a journal into Medline.  

EASE does a great deal of work with authors in Eastern Europe – what's next in the training program? 

We're really pleased that Pippa Smart, one of our members, has agreed to run her course, How to Be a 
Successful Journal Editor, at a discounted rate in Eastern Europe. Pippa runs this for ALPSP each year in Oxford 
where it is always a great success. Edward Towpik, one of our Council members, has arranged for the course to 
be hosted in Warsaw by the National Cancer Center and the Nowotwory Journal of Oncology. The initial 
response is encouraging, so we would hope to repeat this elsewhere, perhaps in conjunction with the Tallinn 
Congress. We're also hosting a workshop for editors in Barcelona next summer, in conjunction with the university 
there.  

What is the Association's role in promoting good ethical practices? 

We made Integrity in Science Communication the theme of our Congress in Pisa last year, where we had an 
excellent selection of plenary speakers and some stimulating parallel sessions with plenty of discussion. Several 
of the presentations have been published in the Journal and are now being made freely available on our website, 
helping to bring them to a wider audience.  There is still a major problem in terms of lack of awareness and 
understanding of concepts such as authorship, particularly in the former Soviet block. We have to support our 
editors there as they try to introduce Western standards, perhaps even prejudicing their own career prospects in 
so doing. The Author Guidelines are part of this and we are planning an online Author Toolkit to expand on 
elements of these.  We also published a statement on Impact Factors and how these should be reserved for 
ranking journals, not individual scientists – an ongoing problem in many countries, even though Nature reported 
some anecdotal findings to the contrary.  

What's next for EASE as an organization? 

I would like EASE to organize or be involved in more workshops and training events as part of larger events, e.g. 
EuroScience Open Forum or science/medical conferences. Our Council members are all volunteers with day 
jobs, so we need ideas to come from the membership. Shirin Heidari from the Journal of the International AIDS 
Society and Tom Babor, Associate Editor-in-Chief of Addiction, organized a workshop on publishing, co-
sponsored by EASE, at the World AIDS Congress in Vienna. This was a huge success with so many people that 
some were turned away, including Richard Horton, Editor of The Lancet, who had come to offer to help! Tapping 

into such audiences seems to be the best way of spreading the word about good publishing practice to our 
authors - which ultimately makes life easier for us as editors.  Thank you.   

Interview conducted by David Nicholson, Journals Publishing Director, Life Science   
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