
13th EASE GENERAL ASSEMBLY AND CONFERENCE 

Scientific integrity: editors on the front line 

 

Optional workshops: pre-conference 

Thursday 9 June 2–6pm (Part 1) and Friday 10 June 9–3pm (Part 2) 

IT applications for scholarly journals by Sun Huh and colleagues, Republic of Korea.  

Although the JATS XML became a standard of journal publishing in the web from 2012, very few 

European journals published by non-profit organizations or scholarly societies that have produced JATS 

XML for their articles. In the medical field, PubMed Central (PMC) is the most important platform for 

non-profit scholarly journals. Out of 39 European countries, 13 countries have no PMC journal; eight 

countries publish one PMC journal each and nine countries publish less than 10 PMC journals.  Only 

four countries, England, Switzerland, Netherlands, and Germany, where open access journal publishers 

are active, publish 675 PMC journals.  

 

In science and technology fields, the same phenomena can be expected. Production of JATS XML 

provides a variety of merits: better user-interface can be provided via Pubreader and epub 3.0; easy to 

convert to other XML files such as CrossRef XML, DOAJ XML; can be deposited to PubMed Central or 

ScienceCentral; easy to adopt CrossMark, FundRef, ORCID, Text and data mining, cited-by function 

and reference hyperlink; and easier to be produced than SGML. 

 

Friday 10 June 9–2pm.  

Statistics for editors by Chris Palmer, Lancet statistical reviewer, United Kingdom 

 

This workshop focuses on what editors and others involved in producing scientific publications need to 

know about statistics with a view to ensuring methodologically highest-quality journal articles. Borrowing 

from Chris' lengthy experience in teaching (mostly non-mathematically-inclined medical 

doctors/students/researchers) and reviewing (mostly medical journals, both general and specialist) and 

adopting the standard Introduction/Methods/Results/Discussion format, this non-technical course 

tackles the essentials of statistical thinking within each of these aforementioned sections. 

  

Common statistical pitfalls are covered, along with an overview of what different types of study design 

can really show, e.g. why is a randomised controlled trial better than an observational study? What 

verbs are appropriate among demonstrate/prove/suggest/etc. for the Discussion? Why are some flaws 

detected by statistical reviewers "fatal" whereas others are fixable? Why do statisticians insist on 95% 

confidence intervals rather than p-values alone? What are those ubiquitous bits of nomenclature really 

anyway? 

  

This course will have you seeing statistics not as number-crunching (nor the entire research enterprise 

as a chase to get a p-value below the magical 0.05 threshold!) but instead holistically, as indispensable 

matters of design and analysis, as well as presentation and interpretation. Those attending will probably 

leave wishing they had heard and understood all this a lot sooner in their scientific editing careers! 

 

Chris Palmer PhD, formerly Director, University of Cambridge's Centre for Applied Medical Statistics 

(CAMS, 1996-2013); Deputy/Acting Editor Statistics in Medicine (1996-2000); Lancet statistical 

reviewer (1993-present). 



Friday 10 June 9–3pm.  

Committee on Publication Ethics (COPE) workshop by Mirjam Curno 

 

This workshop will provide an introduction to publication ethics with an overview of the types of 

misconduct encountered by editors and publishers of scholarly journals. It will then delve deeper into 

peer review misconduct and current thinking around retractions. Real-life examples will be discussed 

in small groups to allow for an interactive workshop with sharing experiences and exploring questions 

of the participants. The workshop will be hosted by council members of the Committee on Publication 

Ethics and a guest speaker. Certificates of attendance will be provided to participants. 

Optional workshops: post-conference 

Sunday 12 June, 2.30–5.30 (Part 1) and Monday 13 June 9.30–4pm (Part 2) 

How to be a successful journal editor by Pippa Smart, PSP Consulting, Oxford, United 

Kingdom  

This interactive workshop will help editors to evaluate their journal against developments taking place 

in publishing, and will investigate strategies for success. The programme will look at issues surrounding 

authors and peer review, investigating different systems and processes and determining which system 

is most appropriate for each delegate. We will also consider publication ethics, how to deal with 

problems and how to anticipate and avoid them (and how to manage them post-publication). Finally, 

the workshop will look at how to raise the visibility of a journal and how to encourage submission and 

readership.  


