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When I stepped down from the role 
of chief editor of European Science 
Editing there was a sense of loss, like 
saying goodbye to an old friend at a 
railway station, but also a sense of 
relief – the burden of responsibility 
had been lifted from my shoulders – 
and placed firmly on someone else’s. 
That’s not to say that being chief 
editor was a particularly onerous 

task, but life moves on and in the four years since I became 
editor a lot of things have changed in my life – location, 
employment, health, and family. I had to rationalize my life, 
and there were a few casualties of the “down-sizing”.

From academia to editing
When in education I had no intention of becoming an 
editor. I did a degree in microbiology and virology, and got 
entranced by the world of Petri dishes and cell culture. I 
stayed at the same university (Warwick) to do a PhD. After 
graduation, interestingly, a contemporary of mine went to 
work as a writer for Nature, and this was poorly regarded as a 
career path by the academics in my department. In any case, 
cancer research called and I went on to do a post-doctoral 
fellowship, followed by a second one in HIV molecular 
biology. By this time I was working near to my hometown 
in the medical school at Leicester, and fortuitously (or 
so it seemed) a lectureship in a new department became 
available. Hence I became a medical school lecturer, and 
led a small research team looking into the immunological 
processes underlying atopic skin diseases. My publication 
record grew, but after five years of toiling away at the bench 
I reached the conclusion that the scientist’s life was not for 
me. Besides, I wouldn’t wear sandals with socks – I just 
didn’t fit the mould.

I cast around for ideas of a career change, and decided 
to give editing a try. I had always enjoyed writing up results 
and preparing grant applications more than doing the 
experiments, so it seemed somehow natural to investigate 
the world of scientific publishing.  I have to confess to being 
entirely self-taught in the craft of editing – I guess I had 
a bit of a flair for making words flow, and I built on this 
by studying various style guides and (in particular) Judith 
Butcher’s copy-editing bible. I contacted several publishers 
of scientific journals, relying on my science-heavy CV to 
get me noticed, and indeed I was offered some proofreading 
by a microbiology journal, and then by a virology journal. 

After several months of reading proofs I was offered copy-
editing work by those same journals, and business took off. 
I found that my range of subjects expanded – at one time I 
was editing for a food technology journal alternately with 
another on imaging, and a third on veterinary science. The 
life of work became varied, and I joined EASE and SfEP 
in 1998. I enjoyed reading my copies of European Science 
Editing, and joined the EASE Forum. After a while I got 
involved in a discussion about structured abstracts and as 
a result got asked to review a number of articles that had 
been submitted. 

EASE and beyond 
It wasn’t long before I was convinced by Jenny Gretton to 
consider joining the publications committee, so in 2000 
at the conference in Tours, France (and heavily pregnant 
with my now 10 year old younger son), I attended my first 
meeting. Initially I edited the Reports of Meetings, and 
when the Webwatch was initiated by Hervé Maisonneuve 
(the chief editor at that time) I looked after that too. When 
Hervé decided to step down as editor in 2006 I was asked to 
succeed him. Ironically, at the time I was about to re-enter 
the world of full-time employment; moving back from a 
period in Canada I took an in-house job as a medical writer 
in Oxford. 

So my professional life started to move away from 
editing and towards writing, although my job still involved 
a fair amount of proofreading. This became even more the 
case when I moved to my present post at the University 
of Oxford, within the Human Immunology Group.  
These days my job is a hybrid of writing and portfolio 
management: writing up research, preparing grant 
applications and reports for funding bodies, and managing 
the external funding that the group receives from charities 
such as CRUK and the Wellcome Trust, among others. Life 
has indeed moved on. 

The perfectionist  in me is reflected in my main hobby, 
campanology – the art of ringing church bells. It’s an 
excellent form of both mental and physical exercise (the 
patterns in change ringing are based on Braid Theory, and 
there are all those ropes to pull and bell towers to climb). 
The more sceptical of my friends and family say they always 
knew I had bats in the belfry!

My life as an editor, including as chief editor of European 
Science Editing, has been  rewarding, and I am looking 
forward to the challenges of semantics for many years to 
come.
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