
Organizer: Elisabeth Heseltine  
Organizer’s affiliation: Freelance  

Organizer’s email: e.heseltine@gmail.com  
Brief (max 200 words) biography: 
Degrees in Physiology, McGill University and Cambridge University; researcher and 
associate producer for science programme ‘Horizon’ on BBC-2 television; Head, 
Editorial and Publication Services, International Agency for Research on Cancer, 
Lyon, France; Associate Professor, Faculty of Languages, University Lumière Lyon II, 
Lyon, France 
Freelance translator, editor, writer, compiler, workshop leader, report-writer précis- 
writer, indexer, script-writer for various organizations, including: United Nations 
Environment Programme, International Agency for Research on Cancer, World 
Health Organization, Danish Cancer Registry, Institute for Occupational Health, 
Helsinki, Fondation Mérieux, Institut Pasteur, International Telecommunication 
Union, International Organization for Migration, Interpol, Secretariat of the 
Convention on Biological Diversity, International Fund for the Montreal Protocol, 
Secretariat for the Convention on Migratory Species, International Renewable Energy 
Agency. 

Member of the following professional associations: European Association of Science 
Editors, Council of Science Editors, Association Internationale des Traducteurs de 
Conférence 
Has run workshops on scientific communication in 60 institutions in 26 countries  

Title of course: Workshop in scientific communication  
Duration: 3 or 5 days  

Brief description of content (max 200 words): 
The purpose of this workshop is to help scientists in different countries to publish 
their results in English-language journals. Scientists who have a good command of 
English are helped to structure their papers into a logical order. Participants are 
expected to contribute to the discussion. 
The 5-day workshop involves a maximum of six participants, each of whom brings a 
manuscript. Each section of each manuscript is discussed by the participants, after an 
explanation of the functions of that section. The participants revise their manuscripts 
subsequently, and the revised manuscripts are examined again, with a session on 
improving writing style, illustrated on screen with the participants’ manuscripts. By 
the end of the workshop, there are six manuscripts ready to send to a journal. Contact 
with the participants is maintained by e-mail until the manuscripts are actually 
published.  
The 3-day workshop involves a maximum of 12 participants. Three manuscripts are 
chosen from among those submitted by participants to be used to illustrate the 
discussion. On day 3, the participants are split up into three groups and are given a 
published paper with no title or abstract and are asked to write a title and abstract and 
to comment on the structure of the paper. 

Target audience: Biomedical researchers, health personnel  
Maximum number of delegates: Six for the 5-day workshop; 12 for the 3-day 



workshop  
Location: By arrangement 

General comments: Communication is an integral part of scientific research; 
however, scientists rarely receive instruction in how to write a scientific paper. They 
often rely on example—that is, they look at other papers in scientific journals written 
by equally untrained scientists or are guided by scientists who also have no clear idea 
of what is required. The purpose of this workshop is to help scientists communicate 
more effectively, to help them present the results of their research in a way that will 
best convince the reader that the work is important and reliable. It is hoped that the 
workshop will not only help scientists in different countries to have their results 
published but will also make a small contribution to improving communication 
among scientists. 


