
“Infinities and indivisibles transcend our finite  

understanding, the former on account of their magni-
tude, the latter because of their smallness; imagine 

what they are when combined.” 

GALILEO GALILEI 

Yesterday the Confer-
ence enjoyed several 
sessions where every-
thing from plagiarism to 
the distribution of the 
unicorn was discussed. 
See pages 2 & 3 for full 
reviews and photos 
from all the sessions. In 
the afternoon there 
was the option of visit-
ing Lucca or climbing to 

the top of the Leaning  
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EDITORRE  

INDIPENDENTE  

FOUND 
We are pleased to announce that the 
Editor-in-Chief’s pink M&S umbrella has 
now been found and returned to its 

rightful owner.  

 

Tower.  Joan Marsh and 
Linus Svensson also held 
a workshop on managing 
a journal editorial office 
which was thoroughly 
enjoyed by all who at-

tended.  

 The highlight of the day 
was when we all woke up: 
the thunderstorm had 
given up and the rain had 
stopped, allowing us to 
enjoy a wonderful break-
fast in the beautiful court-
yard of the Hotel Santa 

Croce in Fossabanda.  

LADIES OF THE 
FLIES 

Eva Baranyiová and Moira John-
son have been seriously ravaged 
by mosquitoes in their room at the 

Hotel Santa Croce in Fossabanda.  

 It was the talk of the table at 
breakfast this morning as animal-
lover Eva discussed her killing 
technique: a special napkin to de-

stroy them in their thousands.   

 Eva said “This is our blood shed 
for EASE.” Other members take 
note: this really is devotion. Moira 
has since been supplied with  Piri-
ton and has told Indipendente that 
“all donations of drugs were grate-

fully received”.  

  

Tenth General Tenth General Tenth General Tenth General     

Assembly and ConferenceAssembly and ConferenceAssembly and ConferenceAssembly and Conference    

Integrity in Science  

Communication 

16 - 19 September 2009 

Palazzo dei Congressi,  

Pisa, Italy.  



Paola Gargiulo from Caspur, in Rome, 
gave an extensive talk on the chal-
lenges and future prospects for data 
preservation, including the original 
research data and metadata 
as well as published articles. 
She concluded that the issues 
are unavoidable, and currently 
there are too many projects 
and not enough action. 
She noted this is a very com-
plex issue, particularly as 
there is great uncertainty about who 
should take responsibility. We need 
to be able to access data in the long 
term that is accurate, authenticated 
and has storage that is secure, irre-
spective of media, software and for-
mat obsolescence. Digital reposito-

ries represent the intellectual capital  

CHALLENGES AND FUTURE PROSPECTS FOR 
DATA PRESERVATION  

of societies  and individuals, and the legal as-
pects of ownership are very important. 
She noted that national libraries may be taking 
action on this, but institutions and associations 

may not be. She gave detailed 
suggestions about the specific 
mechanisms needed, including 
development of definitions of 
roles and responsibilities, funding 
issues, current activities, aspects 
of digital law, and national and 
international initiatives. 

She stressed that everything has to be in the 
rights holders’ interests and certainly inspired 
me to return home to check my own society 
data storage and preservation procedures. 
Her extensive slides with their hyperlinks to 
active organisations will be made available to 

delegates. 

Plenary II on Physical integrity was chaired by Anthony 
Watkinson, who specialises in web uses for academics, 
and who fiercely admonished both speakers to avoid ac-

ronyms and to make their sessions easily understood. 
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PLENARY TWO: PHYSICAL INTEGRITY 

although it cannot compare images or iden-
tify translations. It also includes the data-
base of indexed material. 
CrossCheck produces reports for the editor 
to assess, including access to the full text 
of the match. So far they have indexed over 
23 million content items and 3-4000 arti-
cles are checked monthly, although this is 
likely to change once editors are aware of 
its value as part of their electronic submis-
sion websites. 
Kirsty’s simple and effective PowerPoint 
slides included data and quotes, inter-
spersed with memorable graphical points 
including a broken chain to illustrate the 
broken links in citations, and a legal gavel 
and a pile of bank notes to illustrate the 
repercussions of plagiarism. 
She noted that plagiarism is messy to fix 
once found, but gave us an excellent over-
view of how we can identify duplicate publi-
cations. 
She concluded with the final verse of the 
song, to “plagiarise, plagiarise, plagiarise, 
only be sure always to call it research!” 

Plagiarism is rife and is messy to fix once 
found, were the take home messages from 
Kirsty Meddings, Product Manager of 
CrossRef. 
For a definition, she started with a quote 
from an early song about plagiarism 
(which, disappointingly, she didn’t sing) by 
Tom Lehrer that had been an ode to his 
mentor. She then highlighted current sur-
veys that show the scope of the problem. 
Plagiarism is distinguished by dishonest 
intention and she noted that although soft-
ware can demonstrate identical phrases, it 
takes a human to assess the intent. 
Powered by iParadigms, CrossCheck in-
cludes the software to analyse and com-
pare text, including non-English characters 
such as Arabic, Japanese and Chinese,  

PLAGIARISM DETECTION  
USING CROSS CHECK 

FISHFISHFISHFISH    

    

The answer to yester-
day’s questions are: 
Fisher’s Law and the 
Poisson distribution 
during Ele Ferrannini’s 
talk, and a picture of a 
man with his head on 
a dolphin in Prof 
Tongiorno Tomasi’s 

talk. 

Officials state that 
the Leaning Tower 
of Pisa has 294 
steps to the top. We 
hope this clears up 
any arguments or 

domestic disputes  

following ‘The Great  

Debate’ about the 
actual number of 
steps—as seen in 

Wednesday’s issue.  



Editorre  Indipendente  

Several delegates have found a small 
bar on a side street that we have 
quickly taken over. The invasion was 
so successful that at midnight on 
Wednesday evening Maria Perrson, 
Richard Hurley and Dario Sambunjak 
were asked by the owners of the 
shack to close up for the night and 
put the key through the door when 
the ‘meeting’ had finally finished! 
Yesterday the party continued, with 
council members enjoying a glass of 
wine or three while being inspired by 
the plastic flora and local fauna, and 
attempting not to fall off the floor of 

the shack.   

Galileo Galilei 
(scientist, 1564-1642)  

 

Antonio Pacinotti 

(physicist, 1841-1912) 

  

Ippolito Rosellini 

(Egyptologist, 1800-
1843) 

 

Giovanni Pisano 

(sculptor, 1250-1314)  

 

Antonio Pisanello 
(artist, 1395-1455) 
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THE EASE SHACK 

SNUS  

There was much debate regarding 
Linus Svennson’s ‘snus’ in the 
EASE shack last night. This is a 
Swedish tobacco-type product that 
is coloured black and smells an 
awful lot like dead fish.  Linus con-
fided to Indipendente that “the 
problem comes when you kiss... or 

fall asleep”.  

 I did offer to try it  but was soon 
advised against it—a for fear I 

might turn green. Apparently it is  

 

“I can’t be seen with plastic plants.” 

 Rod Hunt 

FAMOUS 
PISANS 

an acquired taste and not one to 
be taken lightly. It was analysed 
by several prolific science editors 
who soon came to the highly 
academic decision that it is 
“fascinatingly icky.” Science 

terms all round.  
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WILDE  
N IGHTS  

18  September  2009 

If you find Christian 
Sterken lying in the gutter 
after the dinner, he’s just 

looking at the stars.   

GENTLEMEN 

 

Please wear a jacket and 

tie 

 

Polish your shoes 

 

Comb your hair 

 

Garish ties only 

LADIES 

 

No thongs unless thung by 

Rod Hunt  

 

Remember you’re a lady and 

behave with decorum 

 

Muted tights only 

 

Please keep your stilettos 

sheathed  

DRE S S  T I P S  FOR  TON IGHT ’ S  D INNER !  

PISA PHOTOS 

What does the transit of Venus across the sun have in common with asymmetrical 

distribution of the common oak?  Not a lot except that both  

analyses rely on large data sets.  One highlight of 

the session was an animation of the transit of Venus  

created using glass plates from the mid-19th cen-
tury.  Another was Linus’ reference to a paper on the 
distribution of the unicorn—perhaps unsurprisingly 
rejected by one journal but then published and 

highly cited. 

PUBLICATION OF FULL DATA SETS 

Who’s on top table at 
the dinner tonight?  I 
can’t say except that 
El Presidente has de-
creed that it won’t be 
your hard-working, 
charming, glamorous 
socialite newsletter 

editor. 



CULTURE MAKES A DIFFERENCE 

Andrew Pisano  

(sculptor) 

 

Orazio Gentileschi 

(painter) 

The parallel session on cultural issues relat-
ing to non-English journals suffered from the 
absence of the two non-European speakers; 
hopefully this was not a cultural but a logistic 
matter. Karen Shashok started with a pres-
entation AuthorAID. She explained the neces-
sity of author’s editors for authors who are 
not used to English writing and the culture 
involved in international journals. Ana Ma-
rušić then added a few words about the au-
thor-helpful policy of her Croatian Medical 
Journal. It seemed to raise some confusion 
between author’s editors and author’s men-
tor. 
Eric Lichtfouse then pointed out several dif-
ferences between northern (cold) and south-
ern (warm) authors. The latter write long, 
unstructured papers showing all the work 
they did, while the former ones write short 
papers focusing on one to three relevant 
results. One remark from the audience 
warned for the northern imperialism in sci-
ence publication, which was evident not only 
in the use of English but also in imposing 
standards for the structure of manuscripts. 
Finally Shirin Heidari discussed some prob-
lems related to publications in low- and mid-
dle-income countries (LMIC), focusing on 
AIDS. Although HIV is most prevalent in LMIC, 
more manuscripts from these countries are 
rejected. The reasons apparently relate to 
language/structure, content and ethics. 
LMIC authors really do have problems to live 
up to northern standards, but with help they 
will be able to have their results presented 
and published properly. 

Editorre  Indipendente  

Sergio Bertoni  

(Italian footballer) 

 

Andrea Bocelli  

(blind tenor) 

 

Enrico Fermi and  

Carlo Rubbia  

(physicists 

& Nobel prize winners) 
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FAMOUS  P I SA  
INHAB ITANTS  

WORKSHOP ON MANAGING A JOURNAL 
EDITORIAL OFFICE 

Eleven people took part in the work-
shop on managing a journal editorial 
office. The subjects covered ranged 
from ways of dealing with depressed 
editors and disappointing board mem-
bers to judicious allocation of Manches-
ter United tickets and advantages of 

one typesetter in India over another.  

 We discussed the need for a manag-
ing editor to have a contract but not 
whether it should include ordering of-

fice supplies.  

 Above all, though, discuss responsi-
bilities when things are peaceful in the 
office and set up emergency proce-

dures. 



MORE AND MOREMORE AND MOREMORE AND MOREMORE AND MORE    
 USEFUL PHRASES: USEFUL PHRASES: USEFUL PHRASES: USEFUL PHRASES:    

 
I have heard that some 

say Italian is the language 
of love. If this is the case, 
you will be in need of the 

following: 

 
Fa caldo qui o sei tu? 

Is it hot in here, or is it 
just you? 

 
The essential:  

Ti voglio vedere stasera.  

I want to see you tonight. 

 

Always worth finding out: 

Stai da solo?  
Are you alone? 

 
Quando veniamo a con-

tatto di ancora? 
When  can we meet 

again? 
 

Mi sposeresti? 

Would you marry me? 

  

WHO’S  WHO 
OUR  DA I LY  FEATURE  OF  COMMITTEE  

MEMBERS  

Our French representative 
who speaks English almost 
like a native, Alison is here 
with her husband, Jim, also 
an EASE member—is this an-
other long-running EASE ro-

mance finally legitimized?   

ALISON CLAYSONALISON CLAYSONALISON CLAYSONALISON CLAYSON    

JENNY GRETTONJENNY GRETTONJENNY GRETTONJENNY GRETTON    The fount of all wisdom 
and the guru of EASE 
(although after the com-
ments made at yesterday’s 
first session some may 
consider her in great dan-
ger of becoming a Lud-
dite).  Jenny has spent 
past EASE conferences 
compiling scurrilous news-
letters and is now enjoying 
being able to attend ses-
sions and learning some-
thing about editing in the 
21st century.  Though that 
does leave her liable to 
comments herself so all 
contributions welcome!  
Revenge, as they say, is 

sweet and not fattening. 
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