
“In questions of science, the authority of a thousand is not worth the humble reasoning 
of a single individual.” 
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EDITORRE  

INDIPENDENTE  

The Conference got off to a great 
start with good attendance at the 
AGM to hear all those (don’t say 
tedious) reports. More importantly, 
the weather cleared in time for the 
Reception and a merry time was 
had in the cloisters (see page 2 for  
photos).  Some stayed longer than 
others helping the caterers by clear-
ing up the last bottles of wine.  (You 
were clearly visible from the In-
dipendente office where your edi-
tors were beavering away until 
nearly midnight.) 

MISSING 
 
The Editor-in–chief’s pink 
umbrella has gone miss-
ing. It walked off yester-
day during the Reception 
at the Hotel Santa Croce 
in Fossabanda and has 
not been seen since. It is 
a M& S umbrella, col-
oured dark and light pink 
and particularly adored 
by its owner, who has 
chosen to wear pink to-
day in a hope to attract it 
back.  Rumour has it that 
it may have been taken 
by mistake. If this is the 
case and you have or 
know of someone who 
has it please hand it in 
a.s.a.p. to the reception 
desk.  

 

Geographers wanted 
 
Please could members encourage any geographi-
call y inclined friends to join EASE and preferably 
join Council or the Publications Committee as lead-
ing members of each keep being late for meetings 
through getting lost. 
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TWO PROFS  FROM PISA  

17  September  2009 

The Major was unable to attend so we were 
welcomed to Pisa by Maria Luisa Chiufalo, a 
councillor or Assessore. She informed us that 
as well as having an ancient university and two 
distinguished postgraduate schools, Pisa hosts 
several laboratories of the National Research 
Council. The surrounding towns are home to 
many small high-technology companies. The 
city recognizes that a scientifically literate 
population is important for its own growth. 
Thus, she said, Pisa is an excellent environ-
ment for a conference on science  

editing. 

WE NEED  
ANGELS 

        
In the 19th century, 450 
scientists converged in 
Pisa for the first National 
Conference of Italian 
scientists. The poster for 
the conference featured 
a man on a horse by a 
river and angels. Perhaps 
we should have had 

 angels on our poster. 

FISH 
There were three men-
tions of fish during 
Wednesday’s presen-
tations. Can anyone 
identify them? Hint: 
one is a sea mammal 
not a fish. 
(Answers will be pub-
lished in tomorrow’s 
issue).  

ASSESSORE—MAJOR REPLACEMENT 

Famous Italian duos – can’t think of any, but 
we had our own at the opening ceremony 
with Prof Tomaso Tongiorno presenting a 
history of Pisa university on behalf of Prof 
Coppini, her silent partner. One of the attrac-
tions of Pisa as a location for the university, 
many centuries ago, was the climate. [The  
BBC forecast was for sunshine on Friday;  

we live in hope.] The original three colleges 
of the university were recognized through-
out the Christian World. EASE has ex-
tended the renown of Pisa, with delegates 
from Iran and South Korea, as well as Aus-
tralia. 
 
One of Pisa’s most famous inhabitants is 
Galileo Galilei. He was born here and stud-
ies at the Faculty of Medicine without ob-
taining a degree, which didn’t stop him 
going on to teach maths at the university. 
 
During the 18th century, the Aristotlean 
curriculum was replaced by one based on 
Galileo and Newton, then in the Napole-
onic era Latin was replaced by Italian as 
the language of education. In 1883 the 
current medical faculty was built and in 
1922 Enrico Fermi worked there. 

SAINT JOAN? 

During President Joan 
Marsh’s speech yes-
terday it was noticed 
that in certain mysti-
cal light Joan appears 
to have a halo above 
her head, which has 
started gossip about 
the first stages of be-
atification. 

CONFERENCE PHOTO GALLERY 
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MORE USEFUL 
PHRASES FOR 
OUR BUDDING 

ITALIAN 
SPEAKERS 

    
Abbiamo visto il 

mangiatore di fuoco 
immerso nella fontana. 
We have seen the fire 
eater bathing in the 

fountain.  

 

Hai delle narici molto 
grosse per essere un 
piccolo gentiluomo. 
You have very large 
nostrils for such a small 

gentleman.  

 
Quando ha visto mia 
suocera, il gatto si è 

arrampicato sull'albero e 
non ne è ancora sceso. 
On seeing my mother-in-
law, the cat ran up the 
tree, and hasn't come 

down since.  

17  September  2009 

WHO NEEDS A FERRARI 
WHEN YOU CAN HAVE 

FERRANNINI?  

Star of the opening day was Ele Fer-
rannini. Professor of Internal Medicine 
here in Pisa, Ele was recommended as a 
speaker by Elise Langdon-Neuner. Well 
done Elise for such a great suggestion. 
Ele was the editor of Diabetologia, the 
journal of the European Association for 
the Study of Diabetes, for four years and 
shared some of his experiences with us. 
His first thought on taking on the role was 
that he would have plenty of local help: he 
was soon disabused of that notion. The 
Editorial office was based in the science 
museum, surrounded by portraits of Gali-
leo, all looking stern. In those days every-
thing was still printed – manuscripts were l 
iterally piled on desks as the journal re-
ceived 600 papers per year. Ele regarded 
his role as editor as that of a go-between, 
intermediating between authors and refe-
rees. He described how some people 
change personality from charming in the 
flesh to assassins on paper when protected 
by anonymity. 
Ele’s main theme was the current problem 
of information overload. He illustrated  

this with a very interesting comparison with 
obesity and diabetes, with information corre-
sponding to calories. He sees the Editor as a 
traffic light, controlling the flow of information 
from the research lab to the public. This flow 
follows Fisher’s law of diffusion and is not a 
linear progression but expands exponentially 
– whether the flow represents facts, viruses or 
gossip. The biological comparison was contin-
ued with gossip being likened to genes that 
mutate as they are passed on. Ele highlighted 
some of the problems resulting from informa-
tion overload: reviewers have less time, edi-
tors and readers are less thorough, resulting 
in superficial reading, superficial recall then 
repetition of work published more than a few 
years ago that has passed beyond active 
memory. This is a huge waste of time, money 
and human resources. 
While Ele ably drew attention to the many 
problems facing editors today, he refrained 
from recommending many solutions – cleverly 
deferring to his audience as the true experts. 
A top rate scientist who could also have done 
well in the diplomatic service. 

    
Q: Why did Prof Q: Why did Prof Q: Why did Prof Q: Why did Prof     

Ferrannini arrive on Ferrannini arrive on Ferrannini arrive on Ferrannini arrive on 
his  bicycle?his  bicycle?his  bicycle?his  bicycle?    

 
A: To hide from the tax 

inspector. 
 



Editorre  Indipendente  
Page 4  

RECEPTION AT THE HOTEL SANTA CROCE 
IN FOSSABANDA 



Evening: Ponte Al Mare, Evening: Ponte Al Mare, Evening: Ponte Al Mare, Evening: Ponte Al Mare, 
Pisa Pisa Pisa Pisa     
 
  I. 

The sun is set; the swallows 
are asleep; 

The bats are flitting fast in the 
gray air; 

The slow soft toads out of 
damp corners creep, 

And evening’s breath, wander-
ing here and there 

Over the quivering surface of 
the stream,  

Wakes not one ripple from its 
summer dream. 

 
II. 

There is no dew on the dry 
grass to-night, 

Nor damp within the shadow 
of the trees; 

The wind is intermitting, dry, 
and light; 

And in the inconstant motion 
of the breeze  

The dust and straws are 
driven up and down, 

And whirled about the pave-
ment of the town. 

 
III. 

Within the surface of the fleet-
ing river 

The wrinkled image of the city 
lay, 

Immovably unquiet, and for-
ever  

It trembles, but it never fades 
away; 

Go to the... 
You, being changed, will find it 

then as now. 
 
IV. 

The chasm in which the sun 
has sunk is shut 

By darkest barriers of ciner-
eous cloud, 

Like mountain over mountain 
huddled--but 

Growing and moving upwards 
in a crowd, 

And over it a space of watery 
blue, 

Which the keen evening star 
is shining through. 

 

Percy Bysshe ShelleyPercy Bysshe ShelleyPercy Bysshe ShelleyPercy Bysshe Shelley    

The magnificent views from the top of 
the Leaning Tower: well worth the 
climb!  
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 TOP  TIPS  FOR  THE LUCCA  
TRIP  

Best socks award goes to An-
thony Watkinson for his fuch-
sia socks with black blobs on 
them. The dental community is 
more daring than we knew.  

AND THE AWARD GOES TO... 

Best legs award goes to 
Reme Melero, for her 
sexy, racoon-striped 
stockings.  

Presidential 
privilege 
We understand that 
Joan Marsh, EASE’s 
new president, is 
sleeping in a room with 
three beds—now that’s 
a presidential suite! 

Ingenuity AwardIngenuity AwardIngenuity AwardIngenuity Award    
If you look very closely at Karen Shashok’s poster, 
you’ll see that it’s a mosaic of smaller A4-size docu-
ments pasted together in (nearly) seamless perfection 
to look like one large poster. Very clever! 

The heavy rains have caused the Con-
gress centre roof to leak. But quick-
thinking staff disguised the problem 
by strategically placing some of the 
large planters just beneath the most 
concentrated drips.  

 

PISA  

POETRY 

ITALIAN INITIATIVE 

TOP TIPS FOR THOSE CLIMBING THE LEANING 
TOWER 

1. Wear sensible shoes 

2. Don’t look down. 
3. Don’t drop things off the top as they will 

be difficult to retrieve. 

4. Count the number of steps to the top. 
5. Admire the beautiful cloistered garden of 

the Museo dell’Opera Primaziale.  
6. Not recommended for those fitted with 

pacemakers.  

Look at the architecture, 
as the appearance of the 
medieval streets and 
squares has hardly 
changed over  

the centuries.  

A few moments walk away 

from Piazza San Michele (the 

main square) lies the Casa di 

Puccini, birthplace of Giacomo 

Puccini, the composer of op- 

eras Tosca and  Madame Butterlfy.  

 One of the best cafés is Caffé 

di Simo, which has a delightful 

19th-century interior.  

It is located at 58 Via 

Filungo, and serves the best 

cappuccino in Tuscany.  



If you would like to con-
tribute comments, re-
ports, gossip, recommen-
dations or photographs to 
this newsletter please 
either leave them at the 
Reception Desk or find 
Samantha Jeffery, news-
letter editor.   

PISA’S PISA’S PISA’S PISA’S     

BOTANICAL BOTANICAL BOTANICAL BOTANICAL     

GARDENSGARDENSGARDENSGARDENS    
The world’s first botanic 
garden was established 
in 1543 for the study of 
medicinal plants by 
Luca Ghini, Professor of 
Medicine at Pisa Uni-
versity. There was a 
garden and herbarium 
so both living and pre-
served plants could be 
used to teach students 
about identification and 
use.  It wasn’t until the 
19

th
 century that medi-

cine and botany 
evolved as separate 
disciplines, and there 
are now over 2500 bo-
tanic gardens globally. 
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GALILEO GALILEI: A BIOGRAPHY 

WHO’S  WHO?  
OUR  DA I LY  FEATURE  OF  THE  EASE  

COMMITEE  

Galileo was born in Pisa on 15 Febru-

ary 1564 and grew up in Pisa and 

Florence. At his father's wish, in 1581 

he enrolled at the Uni-

versity of Pisa to study 

medicine, but his first 

love was mathematics 

and natural philosophy. 

(The latter was what 

passed for science in 

those days. When he 

was older, Galileo was 

one of a handful of 

revolutionary thinkers 

who invented what we 

now think of as sci-

ence.) In 1585, Galileo’s 

father finally accepted the inevitable 

and allowed his son to drop out of 

university, without a degree. 

Galileo made a living for a while giv-

ing private lessons in mathematics in 

Florence, before obtaining a regular 

teaching position in Siena. It was 

while in Siena that he wrote his first 

book, La balancitte (The little  

EVA BARANYIOVÁ    

Shoots wild boar, chews to-
bacco, recently married, runs 
an office, always good hu-
moured—he will be missed on 
Council but we’re thinking of 
ways to keep him involved.   

Eva is an expert on training puppies and has 
amused us all with her tales of dog behavioural 
problems. She also has a superb collection of pho-
tos of horse’s bottoms.  

LINUS SVENSSON 

Always colourful, sometimes stripy, loves  
jewellery and shopping, Reme is always enthusi-
astic and resourceful, designing logos, posters, 
seminars, nothing is beyond her creative talents. 

balance), describing Archimedes' 

method for determining centers of 

gravity. The book contained some 

original ideas, 

and those in the 

know started to 

take notice of this 

young newcomer. 

In 1589, Galileo 

was appointed to 

the chair in 

mathematics in 

Pisa. 

During his three 

year tenure at 

Pisa, Galileo 

wrote a series of 

essays on motion titled De motu. It 

is in those unpublished notes that we 

first see definite expression of the 

idea that theories can be tested by 

performing experiments. In particu-

lar, Galileo suggested how his own 

theory of falling bodies could be 

tested by rolling a ball down an in-

clined plane. 

REMEDIOS MELERO 

Join us tomorrow 
for more Who’s 
Who of the EASE 

Team. 


