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A new initiative to monitor proficiency in medical English: 
sTANDEM

EASE is proud to be involved in this project to develop a Standardised Language Certification 
System for Medical Purposes (sTANDEM). This system is intended to promote, assess and certify 
the command of professional English among healthcare professionals and researchers worldwide. 
EASE endorses both standardisation of scientific (including medical) terminology and the use of clear 
language by all authors of scientific publications in English.

Development of examination materials
The certification will comprise tests for listening comprehension, reading comprehension, speaking 
and writing. Test materials have been developed at three levels of the Common European Framework 
of Reference for Languanges (CEFRL): B1 (threshold or lower intermediate), B2 (vantage or upper 
intermediate) and C1 (effective operational proficiency or advanced). In addition, three groups of 
medical professionals are distinguished: physicians, nurses and pharmacists. 

First sTANDEM exam session
The first sTANDEM exam session was held on 22 March 2014 at four exam centers in Austria 
(Innsbruck Medical University), Hungary (University of Pécs, Faculty of General Medicine), Poland 
(Jagiellonian University Medical College, Kraków) and Romania (University of Medicine and 
Pharmacy of  Târgu-Mures). Altogether 80 candidates took the sTANDEM exams at CEFR levels B2 
and C1. Most candidates took both the oral and written tests. The success rate was very high in both 
exam parts.

Editor welcome
There is a need for a copy editor of the examination texts, preferably a native speaker with a medical 
background. Confidentiality is of the utmost importance. This will be an unpaid task, at least in the short 
term. Information is available from the EASE representative, Arjan Polderman (a.k.s.polderman@
pw.nl).

Publicity and dissemination
A major task for EASE in the sTANDEM project is to gain the support of the editorial community 
in promoting English language proficiency among authors who do not have English as their mother 
tongue. Publicising the sTANDEM project among the editorial community requires that we have the 
addresses of editors who can inform authors (and researchers in general) about the existence of this 
initiative to promote, assess and certify the command of professional English. EASE has compiled 
such a list of editors, which comprises well over 4000 addresses.

All persons and institutions interested in the sTANDEM initiative are welcome to 
learn more about the project at www.standem.eu.

www.management-forum.co.uk

THE AUTHORITY IN CONFERENCE
EXPERIENCES FOR PROFESSIONALS 

BIOTECHNOLOGY FOR THE NON-BIOTECHNOLOGIST 
22-24 September 2014

Comprehensive course for Scientists and Non-Scientists needing to 
understand the basic theory, principles and techniques of biotechnology

Benefits of attending include:

w Understand the fundamental principles of biotechnology

w Improve your understanding of the key techniques used by biotechnologists

w Learn about the key advances being made in regulatory requirements

SUCCESSFUL MEDICAL WRITING
30 September – 2 October 2014

- An intensive, practical course, now in its 14th year-
Topics include:

w Writing the Investigator’s Brochure,  Clinical Study Reports and Publications

w Writing Clinical Summaries, Clinical Overviews and Global Submission   
 Dossiers

w Tables, Graphs and Flowcharts

w Statistics for Medical Writers

AN ESSENTIAL OVERVIEW OF
THE PHARMACEUTICAL INDUSTRY

20 October 2014
- An Overview of Drug Development from Lab to Patient -

Topics include:

w Develop your knowledge of the multiple and complex stages of drug   
 development and drug discovery

w Understand the roles and responsibilities of key departments and how   
 they work together

w Get to grips with the phases of Clinical Trials and regulatory process

w Appreciate the current trends and future prospects for GlobalDrug 
 Development

 
All courses to be held at The Rembrandt Hotel, London

e-mail: info@management-forum.co.uk

www.management-forum.co.uk
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workflow.

Get in on the act, and 
become an early adopter 
by contacting: 
marketing@ariessys.com
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