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The President’s Report on Council activities 2013-2014 
 
The main event in 2013 was a joint conference organized with the International Society for Managing and 
Technical Editors in Blakenberge, Belgium, 23-24 September.  Day 1 was purely ISMTE and Day 2 was the 
joint day, but most of the xx delegates attended for both days.  Key speakers.  Poster prize. 
Our thanks to Chris Sterken for recommending the Hotel Aazaert and making all the local arrangements, to 
his wife, Lieve, for helping with general administration at the event and to Tina Wheeler for taking on the 
extra work. 
 
The AGM was poorly attended and the Minutes have been presented separately.   
 
 
The 12th General Assembly and Conference will be held from 13-15 June 2014 at the School of Medicine of 
the University of Split and we are very grateful to the University authorities for allowing this.  We are very 
grateful to Dalibora Behmen for her excellent work on the Local Organizing Committee. 
 
European Science Editing continues under the guidance of the Editor, Armen Gasparyan, who has increased 
the visibility of the journal by getting it indexed in many databases.  The journal is being evaluated for 
indexing in Social Science Citation Index and other Thomson Reuters databases.  An exciting new 
development is that the Mexican Chapter of EASE are providing Spanish translations of abstracts of original 
papers and essays, which are freely available on the Journal website. 
 
The Science Editors Handbook Second Edition was launched at the Blankenberge conference and well 
received.  EASE appreciates the contributions of all the authors and editors but particularly Pippa Smart, 
who’s enthusiasm and organizational skills brought the project to fruition.  Pippa has joined Council as a full 
member.  As a new initiative, workingwith Sun Huh, we licensed the content to the Korean Council of 
Science Editors to print locally in Korea for use in training courses there. 
 
Sylwia Ufnalska has continued to develop the EASE Guidelines for Authors and Translators, producing 
additional material and annual updates. These are available in 22 languages and have been reproduced in 
several journals.   We have print editions available: see the EASE desk. 
 
The EASE Author Toolkit is proving to be one of the main attractions on the EASE website.  It provides 
resources for authors and for editors working with authors.  The aim is to link to existing resources where 
possible rather than to recreate materials.  We would welcome suggestions for new material. 
 
The Guidelines and the Toolkit are being promoted through the Library of Alexandria Supercourse. 
 
The Website has a new Manager, Elaine Seery from France,  who took over in September 2013.  Website 
traffic is increasing, in terms of both the number of users and the number of visits.  We’re starting to see 
more visits from people using mobile devices, with Facebook and Twitter both driving visitors to the site.  
Our Twitter account is run by Jemma Lough and has 443 followers.  Cristina Vasiliu is in charge of the EASE 
Facebook group, which has 200 members.  I manage the LinkedIn group, which has 524 members.  
 
At the 2012 AGM, EASE launched a programme of Regional Chapters to facilitate interaction among editors 
within countries or groups of countries.  Chapters have been established in Russia, led by Sergey Gorin, in 
Croatia, led by Ana Marusic, and in Mexico, through AMERBAC.  Each Chapter has  its own page on the 
EASE website to present information on local activities, training and funding opportunities, etc.  Each 
Chapter is self supporting as no central funding is available. An Italian Chapter is being formed led by Paola 
de Castro and there may be an Indian Chapter. 
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The Gender Policy Committee, led by Shirin Heidari and Tom Babor, has worked very hard to produce a 
draft Common Standard for Sex and Gender Policies in Scientific Reporting and Editorial Management.  This 
has been circulated for expert consultation and will be presented and discussed in a session at the 
conference in Split.  
 
Our collaboration with sTANDEM (Standardising English for Medical Purposes) has continued, with EASE 
disseminating the results of their work in ESE and at the EASE Conference in Blankenberge in 2013. 
 
Paola de Castro, Reme Meleros and Sylwia Ufnalska have represented EASE on training events in Italy, 
Spain and Poland: some in association with John Wiley.  I gave a workshop on editing in Seoul at the 
invitation of Sun Huh and the Korean Council of Science Editors.  Izet Masic has continued to promote EASE 
at workshops and through medical informatics journals. 
 
Joan Marsh 
President 
 

 

 


