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Scientific Writing Course 
 

Scientific research is at one level a glorious voyage of discovery. Yet, at another level it is a 

fight for resources. Nowhere is this more obvious than in the struggle for access to scientific 

journals: publish or perish! 

 

For PhD students, many of whom are not native speakers of English, the stakes are 

particularly high since to be awarded a doctor’s title they must publish a number of papers in 

peer-reviewed, international, English-language journals. And these students must compete 

with their other, more experienced colleague-scientists for the scarce number of pages 

available in those journals. 

 

Although PhD supervisors  and experienced colleagues can be a great help, for postgraduate 

students and new postdoc staff a course focused on the skills they need to write credible 

journal articles can have an enormous benefit at this critical stage in their careers. 

 

Course aims 

 

To help young researchers develop writing skills that enable them to produce credible 

scientific papers about their work.  

Course elements/focus 

 The power of structure in scientific reasoning 

 Scientific articles –  4 levels of structure & two circles for credibility 

 Style: principles & practice; writing clear scientific texts 

 Publishing scientific papers: the submission process & acceptance criteria 

 Multiple feedback on writing assignments. 

During the course participants learn “what” needs to go “where”, how to “signpost” their 

writing for readers, and how to express their ideas clearly. 

The course aims to develop participants’ writing skills  in English and is, as such, 

definitely not a language course. English language issues are, however, dealt with in 

cases where they do affect the scientific  arguments being put forward. 
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Tuition styles 

A variety of tuition styles are used during the course: classical instruction, poster sessions, 

group decision-making, reader “critiquing”, and classical feedback on written work.  

 

Who should attend? 

The course caters particularly for PhD students and new postdoc staff in the physical and 

natural sciences. PhD students who have at least one year of research behind them and are 

preparing to write about their work benefit most from the course. Similarly, new postdoc 

staff should be sufficiently far into their current research to be able to write about it. 

All participants should have a good command of spoken and written English and be prepared 

to complete written assignments based on their research, as well as actively participate in 

discussions during the training sessions.  

 

About the trainer 

Training in scientific writing is given by me, Ian Cressie, owner/director of Cressie 

Communication Services. Drawing on wide experience in science publishing and 

communication, I have been training research workers in scientific writing for more than 20 

years: initially in Wageningen (Netherlands), with the Centre for Agricultural Publishing & 

Documentation, and since 1995 through Cressie Communication Services.  

 

I also run highly appreciated training courses on presentation skills at several academic 

institutions in the Netherlands. 

 

For more details, see: http://nl.linkedin.com/pub/ian-cressie/15/607/1a8/ 

 

Previous courses 

Clients that have benefitted from the scientific writing course include: Erasmus University 

Rotterdam (Medical Centre); VU Amsterdam; Netherlands Institute for Health Sciences; 

University of Amsterdam (IBED); Faculty of Geo-information Science & Earth Observation 

(ITC)/ University of Twente; and a large number of research institutes in the Directorate of  

Agricultural Research (DLO). 
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Course organization 

Group size 

Groups of 8 – 10 people are ideal for this course. The maximum size is 12 people. 

 

Course venue 

Cressie Communication Services runs its scientific writing courses on-site, using the facilities 

of the participants’ host organization (university, research institute, company). 

 

Course duration 

The scientific writing course is an intensive, short-course totalling 30 hours of training spread 

equally over five separate days, each roughly two weeks apart.  

 

When 

By arrangement. 

 

 

For enquiries and more details, please contact: 

Cressie Communication Services 

Graaf Ottolaan 15 

6861 BS  Oosterbeek 

Netherlands 

  

T: +31-(0)26 3390 261 

F: +31-(0)26 3390 267 

M: +31-(0)6 2120 1459 

  

e-mail: cressie@xs4all.nl 
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