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This booklet is a useful 
and systematically-
organised complement 
to the many books on 
academic writing that 
have been recently 
published. The authors 
focus on writing in 
English, for Anglophone 
researchers as well as 
for authors working 
and living outside the 
Anglophone community. 
This guide, however, takes 
a different approach to 
supporting scholars than 

the one taken with many other books on scientific writing: 
the work focuses on broad social practices, networks, and 
resources involved in academic publishing. The goal of the 
booklet is to support scholars – students, young scientists, 
teachers and supervisors – to identify and to understand 
practices of academic publishing. 

The approach is also a heuristic one, based on the authors’ 
extensive writing experience in multilingual settings, and 
is based on data collected by the authors. The 17 chapters 
all have the same structure encompassing sections called 
Chapter Focus, Data, questions and comments, Thinking 
about your practice, Suggestions for future actions, Useful 
resources, and Related research. 

The chapters traverse such aspects as personal 
commitment to publishing, institutional evaluation criteria, 
responding to pressures to publish, communication and 
conversation, whether to publish articles or book chapters, 
writing in multiple languages, and getting help from non-
scholarly support from language brokers and translators. 
The book can be read from cover to cover, but its structure 
also allows parallel reading of the corresponding sections 
of each chapter. 

The Useful resources sections are very valuable because 
they provide the reader with lots of published and online 
sources of information. The same applies to the Information 
Boxes at the end of each chapter. These boxes discuss the 
`internationalism’ of journals, citation indexes and impact 
factors, conferences, types of journals and publishers, stages 
and timelines of the publishing process, publishing in 
books, online resources and online submission, publishing 
equivalent texts, networks, co-authoring and collaboration, 
peer review, and journal mentoring programmes.

The text design and typesetting of the book were done 
very well, although the italic font used for the “Comment” 
blocks (paragraphs of length up to half a page) causes some 
eye strain and discomfort.

In short, this guide is a useful asset for any university or 
research organisation library.
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