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EUROPEAN ASSOCIATION OF SCIENCE EDITORS  

A company limited by guarantee – No. 4049507 

 

MINUTES of the THIRTEENTH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  

Held at the at the University of Split School of Medicine at 3.15pm on Friday, 13 June 2014 

 

Present: 21 members of the Association who all signed the attendance register. 

 

The President of EASE, Joan Marsh, took the chair. 

 

 

1. To receive and approve the Minutes of the Twelth Annual General Meeting held on 23 

September 2013 at the Hotel Aazaert, Blankenberge, Belgium 

 

The 2013 AGM had been held in Blankenberge, Belgium in conjunction with a Council meeting and 

a conference. There were 9 EASE members in attendance. The Minutes of the meeting had been 

circulated to the 9 attendees, approved by Council and published on the EASE website. There were 

no comments on the Minutes from the floor.  

  

2. To receive the President’s Report for 2013-2014 

 

Joan Marsh presented the President’s Report for 2013-14.   

 
The President thanked Chris Sterken and Lieve for their help in organising the conference in 

Blankenberge.  She also expressed thanks to Ana Marusic and Dalibora Behmen for their assistance 

in organising the conference in Split and to the University of Split for the use of its premises. 

 

The ESE journal continues and is currently being evaluated for the Thomson Reuters database.  The 

Mexican chapter is providing a Spanish translation of the abstracts and will continue to do so. 

 

The second edition of the Science Editors’ Handbook was launched in Blankenberge and very well 

received.  Pippa Smart received thanks for bringing the project to fruition.  Sun Huh and KCSE have 

paid for the right to produce the handbook in their area. 

 

The EASE Guidelines for Authors and Translators is now available in 22 languages. 

 

EASE website traffic is increasing under the new website manager, Elaine Seery.   

 

EASE has three social media accounts: 1) a Twitter account with 443 members managed by Jemma 

Lough.  2) A Facebook group with 200 members, which is to be promoted by Sylwia Ufnalska.  

3) A Linked-in account. 

 

Regional chapters of EASE, facilitating local interaction, include:  Russia, led by Sergei Gorin; 

Croatia, led by Ana Marusic; Mexico led by AMERBAC; Italy - still in development; India - being 

worked on by Reme Melero; France - an informal grouping.  

 

The Gender Policy Committee, led by Shirin Heidari, is very active and will hold a session during 

the Split conference.  The collaboration with sTANDEM, run by Arjan Polderman, is ongoing and 

will continue until later this year. 

 

Training events have been held in Italy, Spain, Poland and Korea.  Izet Masic has given workshops 

promoting EASE in informatic journals. 

 

This is Joan’s final year as President.  Next year there will be an event in London with speaker 

Richard Houghton, which will include the AGM. 

 

This autumn EASE will be looking for new Council members and officers. 
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The 2016 conference will be organised by the French group in Strasbourg. 

 

3. To receive the Treasurer’s statement on Income and Expenditure for the year ending 

31 December 2013, as approved by the Directors 

 

 The Treasurer, Rod Hunt, reported that Council had approved the 2013 accounts, which indicated a 

loss of £281 for the year.  This was, however, expected as expenses included 3 one-off items:  a new 

database, the reprinting of the handbook and writing off the value of the remaining old ones, and a 

payment out re sTANDEM of money given to it in the previous year.  Expenses for the year were 

also as expected.  EASE reserves are healthy and stand at £44,000. 

 

4. To report the appointment of the independent Financial Reviewer for the 2014 accounts 
  

Rod Hunt proposed the re-appointment of Geoffrey Howell as the Financial Reviewer for the year 

2014.  This was unanimously approved.  The cost will be the same as in 2013. 

 

5. Secretary’s report 

 

The Secretary, Tina Wheeler, reported that there was yet again a worrying decline in the 

total number of members over the year.  Several small corporate groups reduced their group 

membership to just one standard member.  The President urged members to promote EASE 

and to make any new members at the conference feel particularly welcome. 
 

6. To receive the Chair of Publications Committee’s Report 

 

The Publications Committee has now been renamed the Editorial Board.  As the Chairman, Armen 

Gasparyan, was unable to attend, Joan Marsh read out the highlights of his report.  The ESE journal 

is being cited in indexes, though not in a very high position.  59 items published in the journal have 

been indexed by Scopus.  EASE is also publishing abstracts in Spanish.  Work is proceeding on the 

next 2 issues of ESE. 

 

7. Amendment to Statutes 

 

EASE is a company incorporated in England and Wales, a status offering protection to the 

membership.  Legally EASE is obliged to provide Companies House with a copy of its byelaws and 

statutes and any changes to statutes must be voted on by the membership.  The current proposed 

changes will mean that officers will not be obliged to resign after a set term if they do not wish to do 

so, though they can still be compelled to resign if circumstances demand it.  Directorship of the 

company is to be on a voluntary basis and no-one who is paid for their services will be a director.  It 

will also be possible to combine functions, though if any part of this is paid it will not be possible to 

be a director.  A show of hands showed a comfortable majority in favour of adopting the proposed 

changes. 

 

8. Any Other Business  

 

Axel Ermert asked for help from the membership with the work of the International Organization for 

Standards (ISO). Participation is sought with the revision of the fundamental Glossary and 

Foundation of Documentation terminology.  Editing has not been incorporated in this Vocabulary so 

far but it is hoped that this is about to change. 

 

  

 The meeting closed at 3.50 pm. 

 

 

 

 SIGNED:                                                         DATE: 


