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An update on EASE’s role in the initiative to monitor 
pro�ciency in medical English: sTANDEM

EASE is proud to be involved in this project to develop a Standardised Language Certi�cate for Medi-
cal Purposes (sTANDEM). �is system is intended to promote, assess and certify the command of 
professional English among health care professionals and researchers world-wide. EASE endorses 
both standardisation of scienti�c (including medical) terminology and the use of clear language by all 
authors of scienti�c publications in English.

Publicity and dissemination
A major task for EASE in the sTANDEM project is to gain the support of the editorial community 
in stimulating English language pro�ciency among authors who do not have English as their mother 
tongue. We are compiling a list of editors of European publications with biomedicine as the main �eld 
of interest. �ese editors will then be asked to inform authors (and researchers in general) about the 
sTANDEM initiative to promote, assess and certify the command of professional English.

Associated and Supporting Partners
Apart from the core partner institutions constituting the sTANDEM consortium (of which EASE is 
one) other organisations have become involved in the project. Supporting Partners are organisations 
that o�er support by granting permission to use their copyrighted materials such as audio and text 
�les. Associated Partners o�er support in promoting the sTANDEM initiative.

�e procedure of becoming an Associated Partner is very simple: the institution needs to sign the Asso-
ciated Partner form available on the sTANDEM website: www.standem.eu/index.php/associated-part-
ners-5/. A�er the signed form has been received, the institution is asked to provide their logo, the link to 
their website and brief information about their pro�le. In return sTANDEM o�ers to promote the insti-
tution on the sTANDEM website, posting of announcements regarding conferences, workshops, etc.

Copyright matters
�e materials for the sTANDEM examinations are mainly existing written and audio documents. 
�e use of such documents in examinations requires that copyright permissions are obtained from 
the copyright holders. Some publishers or editors have been reluctant to grant copyright permission: 
EASE has o�ered assistance in convincing the copyright owners to allow the use of their materials for 
examination purposes.

Follow-up
A�er the project has �nished, in October 2014, examinations will continue. It has been agreed that 
an international association will be set up to take care of the project results and their application and 
development. sTANDEM will seek advice on the legal aspects of such an international association.

All institutions interested in the sTANDEM initiative are welcome to learn more 
about the project at www.standem.eu.
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