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One of the workshops

In her opening address, Dr. Paula
de Paoli (Rome), president of the
European Union of Science Jour-
nalists Associations (EUSJA), wel-
comed the opportunity at the con-
ference for science joumnalists to
talk to science editors. Both have
science as their common objective,
yet they serve different audiences -
the general public and the scientific
community, respectively - and they
rarely interact with each other.

Direct contacts between news-
papers, magazines and other forms
of the Lay Press on one side, and
scholarly journals and their editors
on the other, are scarce indeed, im-
provement is called for. How it can
be achieved was exemplified by Dr.
Rosemarie Waldner (Tagesan-
zeiger, Ziirich) by a set of very prac-
tical suggestions. Well-done ab-
stracts of appropriate length in such
joumals as “Nature” or “Science”
can help science journalists to keep

abreast of the progress in frontiers
of research. More importantly, “hot
wires” to the science editors could
help to inform the public more
accurately and more quickly about
achievements in the various fields
of science, or about events (e.g. in
the chemical and phammaceutical
industries) originating there. In
view of the enormous impact that
science and technology have on
society, and the dependence of the
scientist’s work on public consent,
experienced science journalism is
crucial. Yet the “language” of sci-
ence is difficult, and only well-
educated, well-informed journal-
ists will be in a position to success-
fully serve as “mediators”. The
dedicated contributions both from
the panel and the forum certainly
resulted in a better awareness of the
issue.

Dr. Hans F. Ebel

Produced on #% Apple Macintosh






